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of the material of language. The sound
becomes a word by means of the logical ac-
cessory thoughts displayed in the character of
the parts of speech; they serve as uniting
surfaces and joints for the various contents,
which thus become capable of syntactic com-
bination in the service of thought.
I do not think much of the objection to this
view drawn from the fact that in many lan-
guages the distinction between the parts of
speech is not embodied in special sound-forms
answering severally to each. What is of con-
sequence is not that the form of our thought
should be reflected in that of the sound, but
only that it should be present as an accom-
panying act of thought. Whether or not a
language indicates its substantives by any ex-
ternal mark, its syntactically formless word
is nevertheless made into a substantive by the
mind of the speaker who utters it with the
thought of the substantiality of its content.
Thought is not so absolutely dependent on
language that combinations of sounds are of
necessity the medium through which it ex-
presses its formal conception of the content of
presentations. Had Nature imposed instead
of speech some other mode of expression on
the human mind, it would have endeavored
to express through this other medium in equiv-
alent forms the same distinctions which we
have in language under the form of parts of
speech; even had no means of expression been
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